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INTRODUCTION

After	heavy	use	or	excessive	force,	the	Nintendo	Switch	Joy-Con	casing	may	become	worn
or	cracked.	This	may	expose	the	Joy-Cons’	electronics,	putting	them	at	risk	for	further
damage.	However,	Joy-Cons	may	remain	functional	without	a	new	shell.	We	suggest
replacing	the	shell	before	you	have	to	buy	a	new	pair	of	Joy-Cons.	If	you	wish	to	fix	a	worn
Switch	casing,	use	this	guide	to	replace	the	right	Joy-Con	shell.

Note	that	the	procedure	for	repairing	the	Left	Joy-Con	is	different.

Though	replacing	a	Joy-Con	shell	involves	only	unscrewing	and	moving	electronic	parts,
some	steps	require	precision	to	re-attach	small	parts.

Because	the	Joy-Cons	are	separate	from	the	main	system,	you	do	not	have	to	turn	off	your
Switch	before	replacing	the	Joy-Con	shells.

TOOLS:

Tri-point	Y00	Screwdriver	(1)
Phillips	#00	Screwdriver	(1)
Tweezers	(1)
Spudger	(1)

PARTS:

Nintendo	Switch	Right	Joy-Con	Shell	(1)

Step	1	—	Right	Joy-Con	Shell

Remove	the	4	tri-point	screws
on	the	back	of	the	Joy-Con.

These	are	the	only	tri-point
screws	on	the	Joy-Con.	All
other	screws	require	a	Phillips
head	screwdriver.

These	screws	are	incredibly
easy	to	strip.	Apply	constant
downward	pressure	while
unscrewing	them.

https://www.ifixit.com/Guide/Nintendo+Switch+Left+Joy-Con+Shell+Replacement/130378
https://www.ifixit.com/products/tri-point-y00-screwdriver
https://www.ifixit.com/products/phillips-00-screwdriver
https://www.ifixit.com/products/tweezers
https://www.ifixit.com/products/spudger
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Nintendo+Switch+Right+Joy-Con+Shell&ref=nb_sb_noss_2


Step	2

Flip	open	the	back	shell	to
expose	the	battery.

Step	3

Remove	the	screw	connecting	the	rail	to	the	back	shell.



Step	4

Remove	the	battery	and
disconnect	it	from	the
motherboard.	You	may	use
tweezers	or	your	hands	to	pull
connections	from	the
motherboard.

The	battery	may	be	difficult	to
remove	due	to	adhesive.	A
spudger	may	help	to	detach	it
from	the	casing.

Step	5

Before	performing	the	next	step,	take	note	of	how	the	antenna	cable	is	seated	for
proper	reassembly.

Remove	the	small	antenna	chip	(shown	in	second	picture)	and	disconnect	it	from	the
motherboard.

https://www.ifixit.com/products/tweezers


Step	6

Remove	the	3	screws	holding
the	battery	casing	in	the	shell.

Step	7

Remove	the	ribbon	cables	connecting	the	rail	and	battery	casing	to	the	motherboard.
Unlock	the	cables	by	flipping	the	connector	upwards	with	a	spudger,	then	pull	the	cable
out	of	the	connector.

You	may	even	choose	to	leave	the	rail	connected,	though	it	will	be	unwieldy.

Be	careful	not	to	lift	the	connectors	in	the	wrong	direction.	The	connection	nearest	to
the	shoulder	buttons	lifts	up	away	from	the	rail	(the	black	part),	and	the	connection
nearest	to	the	rumble	motor	lifts	in	the	opposite	direction,	up	toward	the	rail	(the	thin
grey	part.)



Step	8

Remove	the	rumble	motor	by	disconnecting	the	white	2-pin	connector.

Step	9

Remove	the	black	ZR	button	from	the	battery	casing.

Remove	the	button	sensor	by	unscrewing	it	from	the	battery	casing.



Step	10

Remove	the	two	Phillips	screws	holding	the	joystick	to	the	motherboard.

Disconnect	the	joystick	ribbon	cable	from	the	motherboard.

Step	11

Remove	the	two	screws	anchoring	the	motherboard	to	the	shell.



To	reassemble	your	device,	follow	these	instructions	in	reverse	order.

Step	12

Transfer	all	buttons	to	the
replacement	shell.

If	any	silicone	button	covers
are	missing,	they	may	be	stuck
to	the	back	of	the
motherboard.


